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Ramping up, 
shutting down 


Drive-through testing, school meal efforts gain steam 
as Hampton Roads hunkers down amid closures 


i 
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Health care providers with Sentara Princess Anne Hospital operate a drive-through testing station for patients who meet the criteria for the coronavirus on Monday in Virginia Beach. 


Wheels of 
justice grind 
to a halt 

in Virginia 
Nearly all court 


hearings in state 
will be postponed 


By PETER DUJARDIN 
Staff writer 


The chief justice of the Vir- 
ginia Supreme Court on Mon- 
day declared a “judicial emer- 
gency” in light of the new co- 
ronavirus outbreak — ordering 
thousands of trials and other 
court hearings around the state 
postponed for at least three 


weeks. 
INSIDE: Chief Jus- 
Portsmouth tice Donald W. 
prosecutors ree Eat 
look to re- ere t at 
lease some most hearings 
— traffic, civil 
nonviolent and criminal 
offenders. 
Page 12 cases at all lev- 
els — sched- 
U.S. Supreme uled between 
Court post- now and April 
ponesargu- 6 be put on 
ments. hold. The hear- 
Page 4 ings will be re- 
scheduled. 
“This Order declaring a judi- 


cial emergency is hereby issued 
for all district and circuit courts 
of the Commonwealth to pro- 
tect the health and safety of 
court employees, litigants, 
judges, and the general public,” 
Lemons wrote, saying he issued 
the order at the request of Gov. 
Ralph Northam. 


See COURTS/Page 12 


School's out, but lunch still 
being served to local kids 


By MATT JONES 
AND STACY PARKER 
Staff writers 


HAMPTON — At Aberdeen El- 
ementary School in Hampton, the 
first school day of a statewide 
school closure meant no students 
were in the cafeteria. 

By the curb outside the school, 
cafeteria workers set up a cart 
where they handed out bags with 
breakfasts and lunches. 

A minivan full of children. A 
mother and her son. A car with a 
barking dog. 

In the first 30 minutes, they 
served 33 meals. 

“It’s been steady,’ said Lori 
Campbell as she waited for the 
next family. 

Hampton and Portsmouth 
schools began offering to-go meals 
Monday after Gov. Ralph Northam 
announced a two-week school clo- 
sure to limit the spread of the new 
coronavirus. 

In a memo, Superintendent of 


MIKE CAUDILL/FREELANCE 


Business steps up to help: Zero’s Subs owner Mark Stevens, left, 
hands out free lunches to the Spellman family (from left: Asia, 
Imanie, Eyannah, Shilesia) on Monday in Virginia Beach. 


Public Instruction James Lane said 
that the state department of educa- 
tion would approve divisions seek- 
ing waivers from normal school 
nutrition requirements. With ap- 
proval, they can serve food outside 


cafeterias. 

Ann Cherry, chairwoman of the 
Hampton School Board, was mak- 
ing stops at some of the seven city 


See LUNCH/Page 12 


Some restaurants voluntarily 
closing their dining rooms 


By MATTHEW KORFHAGE 
Staff writer 


On Saturday, Kevin Ordonez 
looked around his restaurants and 
saw what many chefs can only 
dream of: a packed house of custom- 
ers, shoulder to shoulder, eating his 
food. 

He was horrified. 

At Alkaline in Norfolk, and at his 
newly opened Baby Izakaya in Vir- 


ginia Beach, business was good. But 
with mounting cases of COVID4-19, 
the disease caused by the novel 
coronavirus — and with public 
health officials recommending all 
large gatherings be cancelled as a 
means of slowing the virus’ spread 
—heworried his restaurant was part 
ofthe problem. 

“Between two restaurants, we 


See DINING/Page 12 


More inside 


White House urges all older 
Americans to stay home and 
everyone to avoid crowds 
and eating out at restau- 
rants. Page 3 


Trump administration al- 
leges a foreign disinforma- 
tion campaign is underway 
aimed at spreading fear. 
Page 4 


Stocks lose more than 6% 
on Wall Street Monday as 
huge swaths of the economy 
come closer to shutting 
down. Page 7 


Sentara offers 
screening at 
three local sites 


By ELISHA SAUERS 
Staff writer 


A line of cars in Sentara Prin- 
cess Anne Hospital’s parking lot 
stretched nearly to the road Mon- 
day afternoon, with passengers 
wanting to be examined for the 
coronavirus. 

Some could be heard coughing 
when they rolled down their 
windows to talk to medical staff. A 
few were wearing face masks. 

The draw was a new drive- 
through testing service for 
COVID-19, an infectious disease 
caused by a new virus the World 
Health Organization has labeled a 
pandemic. Since first detected in 
Wuhan, China, the illness has led 
to 5,800 deaths, including two 
men on the Peninsula. 

At 1 p.m. Monday, Sentara 
Healthcare started offering 
screening outside three facilities 
in the region: Princess Anne 
Hospital in Virginia Beach, Sen- 
tara Williamsburg Regional Medi- 
cal Center on the Peninsula and 
the Sentara Edinburgh Diagnostic 
Center in Chesapeake. The loca- 
tions were selected based on 
where cases have surfaced and 
parking lot space, Sentara execu- 
tives said Monday. 


See TESTS/Page 12 


A little morning 
rain 

High: 67 

Low: 47 

Details on the back page of Sports 
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